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Bladensburg Police Department
General Orders Manual

GENERAL
ORDER

328

Deceased Persons

.01  Policy

All deaths are traumatic to family and friends of the

deceased, sudden and violent deaths more so.

Officers responding to death scenes shall preserve

the scene and determine whether or not the death

is suspicious. 

Officers should be conscious of the effect that

these incidents have on others, present a

professional demeanor to those who may be

grieving, and be prepared to deal with individuals

in emotional distress. 

.02  Terms

.03  Governing Legislation and Reference

Governing Legislation: N/A

Forms:

Case Report. 

Property Log (Form 669). 

Reference:

General Order 400, Criminal Investigations.

General Order 322, Forced Entry & Notifications.

.04  Procedure

In all incidents involving death, the reporting

officer must closely inspect the body and the

scene to determine whether the death appears

to be natural, or due to  suspicious

circumstances. Relatives and witnesses may

be questioned as appropriate.  In all cases, the

reporting officer shall notify Prince George’s

County Police  Hom icide Unit and document

the notification on the Case Report.  Homicide

Investigators are responsible for determining

which scenes they will respond to. 

A. Natural Death Scenes

After determining that the cause of death

appears to be natural, the officer shall:

! Contact a forensic investigator;

! Ensure proper disposition of the deceased's

property;

! Ensure security of the deceased's home;

! Notify next of kin;

! Complete a Case Report; and,

! Complete a Property Log as needed.

B. Suspicious Death Scenes

Accidental deaths, suicides, and deaths

in v o l v i n g  u n u s u a l  o r  u n e x p l a in e d

circumstances must be referred to the Medical

Examiner for autopsy.  In these cases, the

Prince George’s County Homicide Unit must be

notified immediately.

C. Transport of Deceased Persons 

A relative of the decedent should arrange for

transportation of the body in cases where it is

not transported to the medical examiner for

autopsy.  Officers should help the family with

contacting a funeral home or transport service,

after the family has decided which funeral

home they want to use.  All arrangements and

costs are the family's responsibility. 

If a relative cannot be contacted to facilitate

transport, or the family is indigent and unable to

make arrangements, the Anatomy Board of

Maryland may be requested to provide

transportation. 

D. Coordination W ith the Fire Department 

The Fire Department provides emergency

transportation for sick or injured persons to

medical care facilities.  The Fire Department is

not responsible for the routine transportation of

deceased individuals. 

E. Requesting Transport by the Anatomy Board 

The Anatomy Board will transport deceased

persons if all of the following conditions are

met: 

! The body is donated or unclaimed;

! The body is located where no morgue

facility exists; and,

! The attending physician has signed the

death certificate, or the medical examiner

has released the body.

Officers shall notify their supervisor and obtain

their approval prior to requesting transport by

the Anatomy  Board.  Supervisors should

ensure that all reasonable attempts to obtain
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transportation services by a family member

have been exhausted, and that the requisite

criteria for Anatomy Board transportation have

been satisfied. 

Information Required by the Anatomy Board

Subsequent to a request for transport, a funeral

director from the Anatomy Board should arrive.

If the medical examiner has released the body,

a death certificate should be left for the funeral

director.

If an attending physician has been notified and

will sign the death certificate, the funeral

director will need the physician's name,

address, and telephone number.  If a

physician will not sign the death certificate, the

medical examiner will be contacted to obtain

assistance. 

F. Emergency Transport by a Funeral Home

The Anatomy Board has lim ited funds available

to pay for the emergency transport of a

deceased person by a local funeral home. 

If a delay in transport of one hour is

unreasonable due to the location and condition

of the body, the Anatomy Board will pay the

expense of providing an immediate transport

by a local funeral home.  To obtain expedited

service, the Anatomy Board must be notified of

the circumstances when the transport is

requested.  The Anatomy Board will contact a

local funeral home and arrange for an

immediate transport.  This procedure is only to

be used in emergencies. 

If the Anatomy Board cannot be contacted to

make the transport, Communications may

contact a local funeral home and arrange for

transport to the local morgue or funeral home.

In such cases, information concerning the

death certificate or responsible physician must

be given to the funeral director making the

immediate removal.  The Anatomy Board will

pay for the transport, provided that exigent

circumstances existed at a time of transport. 

W henever a local funeral home is used for an

emergency transport, the circumstances and

identity of the authorizing supervisor will be

documented on a Case Report.

G. Transportation in Medical Examiner Cases

In cases of suspicious death or homicide, all

transportation arrangements will be made by

the Medical Examiner.

HISTORY:  Adopted August 1, 2013

This General Order supersedes all other orders and memoranda in conflict therewith.

Authority:

Charles L. Owens
Chief of Police
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